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ence, without the help of words and language, it maintains
that the highest reality transcends words and language which seeks
to describe it. The Brahman is, therefore, said to be that being
which is beyond description and characterisation. It is not
accessible to words and the inind has to return back from it
unsuccessfully without being able to grasp it.
In the advaita system a proposition contains an element of
truth but it cannot be asserted. According to Sankara all des-
criptive language is incomplete in meaning. Descriptive language
takes the circuitious path of talking about one thing by talking
of other things. Thus in advaita philosophy anirvcaaniya is the
state where it is not possible to assert or deny a proposition. So
the highest of absolute being eludes description.
The Madhyamika philosophy contains the essence of Buddha's
teaching and which again is difficult to comprehend. Both the
Madhyamikas and the Advaitins are in favour of some sort
of Absolutism in philosophy. They seem to agree on the ulti-
mate truth, be it Sunyata or Brahman. The ultimate truth,
according to Nagarjuna, cannot be grasped by language. More-
over, Nagarjuna says, when 'emptiness* is comprehended all-
viewS become comprehensible, but when 'emptiness' is not com-
prehended all views become incompatible.2 This ultimate truth
of Madhyamika philosophy cannot be comprehended and it can-
not be described in language.
In fact, all phenomena are indeterminable and indefinable..
It is asserted that this world of phenomena is neither real nor
unreal but logically indeterminable and unjustifiable. Thus each
phenomenon can neither be said to exist nor not to exist, nor
both, nor either and hence it is inexpressible.
Since the ultimate is indescribable silence would be the best
way to teach it or instruct it The *tathata* is repeatedly described
in Mahaywa SWa as 'anaskara*, without letters or words. .Nagap-
jam says (Mm^mfka Kdrika,! 8.9) that the characteristic, of
2, Matilal, B.JC, Epi^emology, Lagic and Grammar in Indian .
jtlttcal Analysis, p. 15L